THE QUEEN OF NIJAGAL                  IS

Ramarasa jumped from his bed and, not
knowing what had happened, rushed out sword in
hand. The guard over the palace had become
awake and was fighting with lances and spears.
The enemy was rushing in all quarters. Seeing
Kasturi in the crowd, Ramarasa said: "What
has happened Kasturi? Call the people. Come
and fight." Hearing the Nayak's voice, Kasturi
pointed him out to the Mahrattas and said:
" Capture him, capture him! " When the enemy
rushed on him, the Nayak wielded his-sword
as well as he could and kept them at a distance
for nearly ten minutes. But he was alone and
they were many. One of them lunged on him
with his sword, It hurt the Nayak near his heart
and he dropped down calling on God and became
unconscious. The enemy rushed forward. The
chieftain's men had now got near and took his
body to a side.

The fort fell into the hands of the Mahrattas.
All the people in the palace were now awake.
Not knowing in the flurry of the moment what to
do, they stood where they were or ran about
distraught. Sometime elapsed in this way. Word
went about that Kasturi had surrendered the fort
to the Mahrattas. It reached Girijavve's ears and
broke her heart, She felt that she had come as the